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Increase Instruction to 4-Days Begins April 19, 2021 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Below are questions posed by our school community and answered by administration. For 

additional clarity, please email an administrator directly. 

1. For those families who have adjusted well to the current hybrid schedule, can we 
permit them to continue attending only the two days and join the stream the other two 
days?  I'd like to offer this as an option to those who adjusted work schedules, etc. to 
make hybrid work for their families.  It could be offered as an exception to be 
requested rather than an option.  Given live streaming, this should not create much of 
a logistical issue.  Obviously, this would not be a one-week-opt-in and one-week-opt-
out situation but a concrete decision to continue hybrid for those who need to do so. 

a. We have discussed maintaining a 2-day option but have decided against it. We 
do not see a benefit in keeping a small group of students on a 2-day schedule 
while most students are in for 4-days and 30 percent remain virtual. We are 
being transparent about our ability to social distance as well as our need to 
increase instruction while maintaining the all virtual option. We are focused on 
transitioning our students back to some sense of normalcy and moving from 2-
days to 4-days, without changes to bell schedules and maintaining the virtual 
Wednesdays is a solid first step. 

b. I recognize that we are taking calculated risk but I believe if we do not begin 
getting these kids back in the school building now, when will we? Nothing will 
be substantially different in September, meaning this virus will not be 
eradicated nor will there be vaccines available for kids under 16 until late 2021 
or early 2022. Having another opportunity to learn how to live with this virus 
safely and mitigate risk will be our key focus. 

2. What, if any, additional protective measures do you anticipate taking?  For example, EG 
purchased air purifiers and desk shields.  Have we identified classrooms that have less 
than optimal ventilation that could use additional air circulation? 

a. We have explored additional measures, including a mobile 3-sided shield. We 
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have found that it is cumbersome and will create more disturbance than they 
are worth. Additionally, we have not found any proof that they are effective. 
We will maintain our multi-tiered health measures (i.e. masks, social distancing, 
etc.), as it is well documented that these measures work. 

b. We addressed HVAC issues prior to the start of the school year and changed 
from our MERV-6 and 8 filters to MERV-11 filters. We are also cycling our fresh 
air exchange handlers longer and are exchanging fresh air every ten minutes. 
Over the course of 27 weeks, we have had no issues with in-school transmission 
and believe our systems are operating well. We do not believe at all that the 
procurement and use of air purifiers for each classroom would provide any 
additional benefit nor keep anyone safer as a result. 

3. What is the lunch plan?  I know many parents will be concerned about the lack of six 
feet social distancing when masks are off.  Could we offer other locations for eating 
lunch to minimize crowding in classrooms?  Perhaps students getting lunch from the 
cafeteria could eat in the cafeteria or elsewhere, even outside.  

a. Students will continue with the current plan and brown bag or purchase and eat 
in their classrooms. This has worked well (though the kids do not like it). 
Behaviors have been tame and students remain seated, unless going to the 
cafeteria to purchase lunch or use a lavatory. Cafeterias and other large spaces 
are already commandeered for large class meetings or spacing for cafeteria 
lines. That said, we were transparent in our survey and will be in our 
communication that we cannot maintain the six foot socially distancing 
standard. While we believe six feet remains optimal, we are adopting the 
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) position that 3 feet has proved to be as 
effective in a number of studies as six feet with respect to schools. We 
reasonably believe most, if not all, students will be socially distanced in their 
classrooms minimally three feet. 

b. Additionally, the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced on 
Friday that they too are adjusting their guidelines, reducing social distancing 
recommendations from six feet to three feet. 

c. We have recognized additional communication has come out since the 
Superintendent’s Announcement, which, again, creates contradictions among 
various agencies such as AAP, WHO, CDC and NJDOH. The AAP and WHO have 
not made mention of distancing “when students are eating” while the CDC’s 
language is a bit vague and has been interpreted to mean when eating in 
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common areas such as cafeterias. The NJDOH’s announcement on March 24th is 
more explicit to say “when students are eating.” We are investigating all of our 
options and will be prepared to adjust for maximizing opportunities to distance 
students when eating. These options may include the adding overflow seating in 
our middle and high school gyms or being more creative. We feel confident that 
we can meet the needs of our students. 

4. Can we maintain the minimal three feet on the school buses?  Will routes need to be 
reconfigured? 

a. Parent survey indicates that we will not have a big uptake in riders and we 
believe we will, in many cases, maintain adequate distance. With the warmer 
weather coming, opening windows will be encouraged and masks will be 
required when riding a bus. 

b. We are not reconfiguring bus routes or changing pick up times or locations. This 
sort of change would be far too disruptive for all involved and more change for 
our students. Pursuant to the AAP guidance, balancing the needs of the whole 
child while maintaining multi-tiered health measures to increase in-person 
instruction is a delicate balance but our ultimate priority. 

5. I foresee parent drop off being much more difficult.  Can we allow students in the 
building earlier to avoid congestion?  *that we can handle this process without much 
delay. We do not intend to change protocol regarding arrival and will maintain 
controls in order to ensure everyone’s safety by diminishing opportunities for 
students to freely congregate. 

6. How does KW's decision impact the sending districts?  EG has indicated they cannot 
offer full days due to transportation issues. Have we been asked to accommodate a 
lengthened school day for EG?  I could see this being raised during the public session. 

a. Our decisions do not impact East Greenwich or any of our elementary schools 
from a logistical point-of-view. I understand parents are vocal in EG about 
transportation and, for some reason, citing Kingsway as the reason prohibiting 
EG from returning to school full day. This simply is not true. At present, we 
provide 9 of their 29 bus routes. Holcomb provides 18 and BR Williams provides 
2. We have provided EG with estimated arrival times and have found, with the 
exception of one wheel-chair bus (runs 5 minutes late), we can transport EG 
students after regular school-day dismissal. However, I cannot speak to what 
Holcomb or BR Williams can or cannot do. Why Kingsway has been implicated 
by some parents in EG’s decision not to go full day is puzzling to me. 
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7. What do we plan to use the extra COVID money for? Upgrade ventilation? In-person or 
virtual classes in the summer to make up for learning loss?  I'm specifically thinking 
about math.  Maybe a two week intensive class? 

a. This is yet to be determined. At present we are busy finalizing tentative budget 
plans and addressing plans to increase in-person instruction. How we use 
federal money will be the next priority discussion. I can tell you we certainly 
have our attention on the academic needs of our children. 

8. Do we know the overall feedback from our teachers?  Are they supportive of increased 
learning or resistant? 

a. I do and will tell you that the feedback was less favorable than what our parents 
said. However, in defense of our employees, the survey was disseminated 
before vaccines became widely available to educators in Gloucester County and 
plenty of open ended responses indicated that the employee response would 
be different if they were vaccinated. I am in ongoing conversations with the KEA 
President, who is in favor of our proposal to increase in-person instruction. 

9. On an asynchronous day, what percentage of students are physically signing into their 
classrooms for support? If it is generally low, then those individuals that need the extra 
support would have the office hours to utilize.  I am not convinced that a four day 
school week is more beneficial than a five day school week, especially for any of our 
struggling learners. 

a. We are not requiring students to log-into office hours so we do not have an 
accurate data set to support or refute this position. However, anecdotally, we 
do know that our special education teachers report to be booked solid with 
students using this time for additional support and additional instruction. Our 
English teachers report use of Wednesday’s for one-to-one conferencing. And, 
students reported in the last survey that asynchronous Wednesdays were well 
received. Aside from office hours, students are using this time to complete 
asynchronous work and aside from the chronically disengaged students, most 
students are using this time to self-pace and regulate their school work. 
Attendance data does not necessarily reflect a spike in absences on 
Wednesdays. Our position as to why we are maintaining Wednesdays as 
asynchronous goes a bit deeper than this response and is further explained 
below. 

b. Continuity of the Schedule as we Transition: As we focus on increasing in-person 
learning, balancing this with the continuity of the schedule is important to 
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ensure clarity and consistency for students and families. Over the past year, we 
have switched from a traditional school day to fully virtual last March and then 
from Hybrid 1.0 in September to Hybrid 2.0 in January. We learned that these 
significant changes took the entire school system time to acclimate. As we 
phase into our newest adjustment, we will remain consistent with a delayed 
opening schedule as we monitor the impact of collapsing cohorts on the 
organization. 

c. Balancing the Needs of all Program Options: We anticipate nearly one thousand 
students (>30%) will remain in all virtual for the remainder of the school year. 
Keeping Wednesdays asynchronous allows for more frequent screen-breaks for 
our virtual program students as well as time for small group or individualized 
assistance for all students. While live streaming for virtual students provides a 
tremendous advantage by enhancing the experience, maintaining asynchronous 
Wednesdays provides a more personalized way to receive help for every child. 

10. If your plan is to possibly increase more in person learning, at some point later in the 
year, according to your letter, then why can't we just "rip the Band-Aid off" per se and 
just dive right into the five day? 

a. As stated above, we have many varied needs of students and do not believe 
“ripping the proverbial Band-Aid off” will benefit our students in any way. Aside 
from understanding our academic needs, we are a system in tune with the 
social and emotional needs of our children. We have many concerns regarding 
their overall well-being and believe it is in their best interest to progressively 
build up to a traditional schedule. Unfortunately there is not much time left in 
the school year and counting from April 19th there are only 9 weeks or 44 
instructional days remaining. 

11. I see that we are scheduled to return to school immediately after spring break ends.  
We are not considering moving to all virtual, upon return? Let's say that the majority of 
families will be traveling, friends hanging out with friends,  sport tournaments, Easter 
family gatherings the day before return etc. would it be wise to bring the Cohorts back 
immediately following the break?  I just worry that should an outbreak happen, it 
would hinder our ability to collapse the Cohorts two short weeks later.    

a. We have considered going virtual after spring recess but are choosing to remain 
in our hybrid environment. Students are expected to quarantine if they travel 
outside of the area (excluding Connecticut, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and NY) 
and complete the COVID Daily Screener. There is a level of personal 
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responsibility we expect from parents and students to follow our protocol. 
However, contact tracing remains in effect and we will quarantine students who 
may come in contact with someone who tests positive. 

12. How and when are you communicating this proposal? 

a. The draft proposal was shared with the BOE on Wednesday evening and 
reviewed with our school nurses on Thursday. It has also been shared with the 
full administrative team and KEA President – all under the warning – 
CONFIDENTIAL. On Friday I intend to share the proposal near the end of the 
school day with faculty, staff and the school community at one time. This will 
avert any chance that the information will be disseminated through students by 
employees without parent knowledge. We have been there and paid a price for 
communicating in advance to our employees. 

13. How will exceedingly large study halls be handled (50 students when the cohorts 
collapse)? Those that have those study halls know that keeping students socially distant 
and even a consistent seating chart in the media centers is nearly impossible. 

a. We have identified that the problem area occurs in the high school during 4th 
and 5th bell, where the highest numbers are scheduled. We will use overflow in 
the North and South Gym bleachers and re-distribute personnel assigned to 
duty to ensure adequate coverage. As with any change, we will continue to 
evaluate and adjust accordingly. 

14. Is there any adjustment to teacher responsibilities as far as cleaning desks and 
maintaining separate materials for students?  In one class, I will potentially have 20 
students - that’s a lot of desks to clean in 5 minutes.  The following class, I could 
potentially have 12 desks to clean while preparing to get the computer set up in another 
classroom for my next class - all in five minutes. 

a. No. Expectations to clean desks will continue as per our protocol; we have 
demonstrated this and have found that cleaning desks can be conducted quickly 
and efficiently. If any employee needs assistance with regard to efficient and 
effective cleaning procedures, simply ask a building administrator for help. 

15. Some teachers currently have laptop carts in their room to accommodate students who 
cannot bring their device into school. At the hybrid, dual-cohort level, these laptops are 
already nearly exhausted every day. How will we account for the rise in students in the 
building that will need to borrow these devices? 
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a. All students should have a Kingsway provided Chromebook.  If they do not have 
one, they can pick up a device by coming to the HS North Main Entrance on 
(Tuesday 3pm-4pm) or (Thursday 8am-9am) with a parent to sign out a device.  
They could also make the request for one by going to www.krsd.org/technology 
and submitting a tech support request.   

16. Will this put our activities such as Kingsway Live, Musical, Sports, etc. at a higher risk of 
being canceled due to higher rates of quarantine?    

a. Clubs, activities and athletics have been at-risk all-year and quite a few teams 
have been forced to quarantine recently (volleyball, diving, etc.) and a number 
of fall sports teams saw their seasons abruptly end due to COVID exposures that 
emanated from outside the building. The reality of living with calculated risk 
has defined this school year and will only continue. Every case is the result of 
students exposing others on the “team” or “activity” as a result of bringing the 
virus into the building and we do not see this necessarily changing. An athletic 
team or activity (i.e. play, musical) are at risk simply for attending a 
practice/event and when an at-risk student is present. 

17. If we are in a small room and the number becomes large and we don’t have enough 
desks, who do we contact and is there a chance to move rooms so that we can better 
socially distance ourselves? 

a. Please contact Ed Dubbs in the Middle School and Melvin Allen or Jim Zurzolo in 
the High School if you experience a problem.  

18. Where will students eat lunch?  Some classes will have close to 30 students.  Does this 
mean the students will be less than or about 3 feet away with no masks? 

a. See the answer to Question No. 3 above. I would add that students will remain 
in their classrooms and our lunch protocol will remain largely consistent with 
what we have been doing all year. However, we will evaluate and adjust 
accordingly. Middle School students will use the West Gym and High School 
Students will use the North and South Gyms for overflow seating if/when 
necessary. 

19. In line with the question above, are we guaranteeing to parents that students will be at 
least 3 feet apart?  This is not possible in all classrooms with both cohorts combined.   

a. In fact, we have clearly communicated to parents that we CANNOT socially 
distance if we collapse our cohorts and return students to school 4- or 5-days 

http://www.krsd.org/technology
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per week and will not nor should we “guarantee” anything. Everything we have 
done this year with regard to health and safety comes with risk. And, we believe 
our parents know and understand this and indicated so in the parent survey 
when nearly 70 percent of parents chose to return their students to school. 
Those who do not choose to take this risk have the option to remain fully 
virtual. Additionally, the feedback from our parent community has been 
overwhelmingly positive since the announcement went out on Friday, March 
19th. 

20. In regards to the response to question #3: The CDC guidelines state that 3 feet of social 
distancing is acceptable, with masks. Obviously students are not wearing masks while 
eating lunch. Do the guidelines state that it is acceptable to have only 3 feet of social 
distancing, without masks? I have not seen this stated anywhere. “It also still 
recommends 6 feet of social distancing in common areas, when eating, during in-door 
activities, such as band practice and sports, and in settings outside of the classroom” 
Source: https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/19/cdc-shortens-social-distancing-guidelines-
for-schools-to-3-feet-with-masks.html  

a. See the answer to Question No. 3 above. To further clarify, the CDC continues to 
recommend 6 feet of social distancing in common areas, when eating, during in-
door activities such as band practice and sports, and in settings outside the 
classroom. We do not believe this applies to students eating lunch in the 
classroom, which is the common interpretation among school officials 
throughout the County. We do interpret this guidance to mean six feet social 
distancing applies to students when eating in common areas such as cafeterias. 
The NJDOH is more explicit in their communication yet Gov. Murphy had added 
to the confusion when he announced “When eating in the cafeteria” - during 
this week’s announcement that schools will return full-time in September 2021. 
Moreover, students/adults who assemble for activities (i.e. play practice, 
sporting events) should abide by the six foot measure. 

21. The CDC has said 3 foot distancing is acceptable for Elementary to Middle School Grades, 
not High School. How are we going to handle this? We already aren’t distancing 
ourselves enough as it is. Students are not following masking rules and they are not being 
honest on their screeners.  https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/p0319-new-
evidence-classroom-physical-distance.html 

a. The NJDOH announced on Thursday (3/24) that they have reduced their 
distancing recommendation from 6 feet to 3 feet for all students at each grade 
level. The language reads, “Recommend full in-person instruction.” A minimum 

https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/19/cdc-shortens-social-distancing-guidelines-for-schools-to-3-feet-with-masks.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/19/cdc-shortens-social-distancing-guidelines-for-schools-to-3-feet-with-masks.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/p0319-new-evidence-classroom-physical-distance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/p0319-new-evidence-classroom-physical-distance.html
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of 3 feet of physical distancing between students should be maintained in 
classrooms with strict adherence to mask-wearing” and there is no delineation 
from one level to the next. Regardless, Kingsway has adopted the AAP guidance 
of 3 feet for all students and the State of New Jersey, as well as the Department 
of Health, has told school officials for a year that decisions are to be made 
locally amid often confusing and contradictory guidance from multiple agencies. 

b. The Governor’s Office further explained that when a community’s transmission 
rate is deemed HIGH by the NJDOH, to consider implementing schedules for 
high schools that maintain six feet social distancing. The reason behind the 
change is that the State has shared data that the incidence of transmissions are 
higher with high school-aged students when compared to elementary-aged 
students. Presently Kingsway is located in the Southwest Region and our 
transmission rates are considered MODERATE. To review the latest report, click 
the link here. https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/index.shtml  

22. Will hallways continue to be one way? Is there going to be any adjustment made in order 
to accommodate the high volume between classes and during lunch and dismissal? 

a. Yes, hallways traffic will remain unchanged when we shift to the 4-day per 
week program. However, we will monitor traffic flow and adjust accordingly. 

23. Since the recommendations are to distance students “minimally 3 feet, and 6 feet when 
possible,” that means that in many classes some students will be able to be spaced 6 feet 
apart, while some students will not. How should we decide which students should be the 
ones spaced 3 feet apart, and which ones 6 feet, when making seating charts? If a 
student has a medical condition, such as asthma, should we make sure they remain 
spaced 6 feet? 

a. Our standard has been reduced to 3 feet and classrooms should be arranged in 
a manner that balances physical distancing for all students as equally as 
possible. It is hard to imagine that there is a setup where desks are not equally 
distanced. However, if you mean some students will be seated next to another 
desk while others will have an empty desk in between, that is a more likely 
scenario. Random selection will be the best approach and I would encourage 
the use of a seating chart, alphabetically if possible, to seat students. However, 
we are more focused on three feet, not six feet. Please reach out to a building 
administrator if you are struggling with seating arrangements on/after April 
19th. 

24. In reference to your answer to question #19, will parents be informed of this change of 

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/index.shtml
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not guaranteeing 3 ft. as recommended by CDC and AAP?   

a. Please see the answer to Question No. 19 above. I would emphasize that in the 
parent letter that it was stated, “In our recent Return to School Survey, nearly 
70 percent of families indicated that they would prefer their child(ren) return to 
school for maximum in-person instruction even if six feet social distancing 
cannot be achieved; “and also “Therefore, our health and safety measures will 
remain intact as we adjust social distancing measures from “minimally six feet” 
to “minimally three feet and optimally six feet where possible.” 

25. Will students be able to change cohorts at any time after April 19th? 

a. Our practice all year has been to evaluate parent requests and consider a 
number of circumstances related to the request to change a learning program. 
The simple answer is YES, students will continue to have an option to make a 
learning program change, whether it is for the need to quarantine or other at-
risk factors are at play and the child will clearly benefit by the change. We will 
continue to disallow students from changing programs whimsically. 

26. Can the staff establish less lenient/shorter deadlines/tighter due dates/timed 
submissions when assigning work/locking files in order for the students to receive full 
credit? Partial credit? Can work be expected to be completed during class time and 
handed in (either hardcopy or electronically) by the end of the period? 

a. As we mentioned throughout this year, faculty and staff can set appropriate 
deadlines.  However, we still encourage faculty to remain flexible as we 
transition to yet another environment for our students and families.  As with all 
change, it takes time to settle and our motto of “Grace, Compassion and 
Flexibility” remains in full effect.  As with any conversation, partnering with 
parents to support a child is the most effective!  

27. As we will have a predominately live audience beginning on 4/19, for those staff that feel 
comfortable, can we copy, pass out and collect hard copy worksheets/assessment or are 
we encouraged to continue to use Schoology's electronic submissions?  Next year? 

a. Aside from adapting to having more students physically present, the change 
from 2-days to 4-days does not change our expectations or current instructional 
practices. You should continue using Schoology; however, when the use of hard 
copies is appropriate that may be used as well.  A mix of the two is current 
practice as seen through observations. As we move into next year, more 
guidance with the use of Schoology in a traditional setting will be discussed and 
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throughout the year as part of our professional development.  

28. While the FAQ does say that parents have the ability to get a school computer, stuff 
happens: batteries die, devices get dropped, and people forget them at home. With the 
number of spares at a minimum, what are the recommendations if a student does not 
have a device to engage in the learning for the day? 

a. Each situation noted in the question is a bit different. The change from 2-days 
to 4-days does not change the process of submitting a ticket to technology for 
support if a student device is not working (i.e. student drops the device); 
otherwise, “what would you do if this happened to a student in the current 2-
day hybrid model?” For example, if a student is unable to use his/her device at 
that current moment to engage in the assignment, the teacher should/would 
typically work to provide that student with an alternative assignment. If a child 
is constantly forgetting his/her Chromebook, the teacher should call home and 
make the parent aware. Another suggestion would be to use Remind for those 
students who may need added reminders.  

29. Can the staff have students engage in group/station/partner work and use commonly 
shared materials, such as lab equipment? If we can, is there a list of does and don't that 
the district would like us to follow? 

a. As we have done throughout the year, we will continue the practice of strongly 
discouraging the sharing of objects and materials whenever practicable. In the 
lab environment, for example, students may engage in a lab (socially distanced) 
but roles could be assigned so that only one student is using the material, while 
others are observing and taking notes. Students may interact with one another 
in collaborative work as long as they minimally distance by 3-feet. 

30. People are hearing that SMART lunch will exist next year in the high school, but that it 
will be significantly altered. If true, when will the staff know specifics related to the 
schedule/lesson or unit planning expectations as they relate to the use of Schoology and 
the return of the SMART wheel? 

a. We are not prepared to discuss schedules for next school year (2021-22) at this 
time as there is no guidance on “what” school may look like. We do know that 
Gov. Murphy announced that schools will OPEN FULL-TIME, 5-Days per week in 
September and that virtual instruction will no longer be an option for parents 
(See link to announcement below). Knowing this pandemic is far from over and 
that students will not be vaccinated until late 2021 or early 2022, faculty and 
staff should be prepared for delays in firm decisions regarding student/staff 
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schedules and our ability to adapt and overcome will be a critical element for a 
successful 2021-22 SY. However, pursuant to the Governor’s latest 
announcement, we do anticipate school will open 5 full days in September. 
https://www.nj.com/education/2021/03/nj-schools-wont-be-allowed-to-offer-
any-virtual-learning-options-next-year-murphy-says.html  

b. The discussion of lesson/unit planning for next year will be ongoing, with 
teacher feedback, as we look to streamline with Schoology.  Once a decision has 
been made, we will communicate updates to faculty as soon as possible to 
ensure proper planning.  

31. If teachers are looking to adjust/make changes to their classroom practice as we 
transition back, what advice do you have for the teachers as far as the best way to go 
about this? 

a. We do not suggest wholesale changes to classroom practice that is unnecessary 
at this point because it adds an extra layer of change.  However, if you feel it to 
be beneficial to the students and the classroom environment, please ensure you 
adequately communicate these changes in a timely manner to both students 
and families using methods that would reach everyone appropriately. We must 
keep in mind that this experience and yet another change has been stressful for 
our students and our primary focus on returning students to school is both the 
child’s well-being as well as academic support. Building principals will be 
discussing methods to support the transition during the Week of April 19th. 

32. Some students are anxious about returning, especially our 7th and 9th graders as well as 
new students who transferred into Kingsway sometime during the pandemic. What 
should we do for them? 

a. We are strongly encouraging our teachers to engage students as if the Week of 
April 19th was the first week of school. Think September opening activities! 
Why? Many students do not know their peers, especially if they are new to the 
building and after spending a year in virtual and/or hybrid, this is a BIG CHANGE 
for them. Slow, steady and plenty of “get-to-know-you” activities should be 
implemented. The Principals and Counselors will continue to provide 
opportunities to transition “new” students to our buildings and orient them to 
the physical layout of either the middle or high school. To put this in 
perspective, some parents have called because their child does not know where 
their classrooms are.  

33. While the parents are in favor of coming back, the letter sent to parents said that the 

https://www.nj.com/education/2021/03/nj-schools-wont-be-allowed-to-offer-any-virtual-learning-options-next-year-murphy-says.html
https://www.nj.com/education/2021/03/nj-schools-wont-be-allowed-to-offer-any-virtual-learning-options-next-year-murphy-says.html
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students will be minimally 3 feet away.  This will not be happening in some cases 
(previous answer to #19 was listed as NO).  Will the parents be informed?   

a. See the response to Question No. 19 above. I would add that we will need to 
review where we cannot maintain three feet after students return on April 
19th. Because parent survey data is not reliable enough to make firm decisions 
or assess based on assumptions, we will need to actually observe the number of 
students in attendance and respond accordingly. Aside from potential outliers, 
students should maintain three feet in a vast majority of classrooms. Faculty 
maintain a responsibility to ensure that our mitigation strategies are 
implemented with fidelity and enforcing mask wearing and ensuring that desks 
remain 3+ feet apart are an important step.  
 

34. Do you think we will open normally in September?  

a. Gov. Murphy announced on Wednesday, March 24th that he expects every 
school in New Jersey to open full-time, five days per week in September 2021. 
Virtual instruction will no longer be an option. To listen to his briefing or read 
the NJ.com article, click the link below. 
https://www.nj.com/education/2021/03/nj-schools-wont-be-allowed-to-offer-
any-virtual-learning-options-next-year-murphy-says.html  

35. Will there be changes made to the contract tracing procedures? Currently it is for 6 feet 
as opposed to 3. 

a. No changes have been recommended and contact tracing will continue, “As is.” 
Nurses will use six feet or less for more than 15 minutes cumulatively to 
determine the need for quarantining persons in contact with a COVID case. This 
has been clarified with this week's (3/24) NJDOH updates. 
 

36. The current COVID activity level for our region is “high.” The state and CDC guidelines 
recommend 6 feet of distancing and cohorting students if that is the case. If by 4/19 the 
activity level for our region is still high, do we plan to continue with the current plan? 
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/   

a. The recent increase in activity levels is concerning and we will continue to 
monitor the Activity Report and consider our options closer to April 19th before 
making any final decisions.  Consistent with the narrative throughout this 
pandemic, the State of New Jersey and County Department of Health has 

https://www.nj.com/education/2021/03/nj-schools-wont-be-allowed-to-offer-any-virtual-learning-options-next-year-murphy-says.html
https://www.nj.com/education/2021/03/nj-schools-wont-be-allowed-to-offer-any-virtual-learning-options-next-year-murphy-says.html
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/
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continued to leave these decisions to the school systems. Even when we were 
at our high of 60+ case rates in November – January, the County DOH refused to 
recommend that Kingsway close. Now we are prepared to evaluate accessible 
data, mindful of in-school transmissions, and will make decisions accordingly. 
Additionally, the Southwest Region is a large geographical area, encompassing 
the Counties of Burlington, Camden, Gloucester and Salem. Given the fact that 
we share a region with our more populated neighbors in Camden and 
Burlington, we need to be ever mindful of local transmission data.  Keeping true 
to guidance from the American Academy of Pediatrics, we must remain mindful 
of the impact this environment has on the whole child. Anecdotally, we are 
aware of more incidents of students in crisis this year as compared to multiple 
years in the recent past. All things considered, striking a balance of what is best 
for our children remains a driver in our ultimate decision. 

37. I read that we can procure “Rapid Testing” options to help reduce unnecessary exclusion 
of ill persons and their contacts. Can the County DOH see if we can even gain access to 
Rapid Tests? 

a. The simple answer is NO. Upon inquiry, the GCDOH referred our nurses to our 
school doctor and we have learned that in order to access Rapid Testing it must 
be done under the orders and auspice of a physician.  The GCDOH does not have 
the equipment or test kits to give us.  After consulting with our School 
Physician, he recommends directing those who are symptomatic to Inspira’s 
Urgent Care on Tomlin Station Road in Mullica Hill, as rapid testing is readily 
available now in our area.  Testing in school would prove to be much more 
involved than just having a test kit available.  The School Physician added that 
for testing to be done in school, a special CLI medical waiver is needed, and we 
would need to have the ability to monitor, manage, follow-up and maintain all 
the paperwork, and insurance concerns may be involved.  In addition, a 
healthcare provider should be available to evaluate symptoms to determine if a 
PCR test is needed, etc.  

b.  Additionally, if an individual’s symptoms are significant enough to warrant a 
COVID test, they are most likely going to be sent home due to the symptoms, 
even if they would prove to be negative.  Individuals with a Negative Covid 
rapid test when they are symptomatic are usually recommended to have a PCR 
test for verification.  Our policy now is to refer the symptomatic individual for a 
Covid test, and testing negative will permit the individual to return to school 
without the need to isolate.          
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38. When am I considered “fully vaccinated?” 

a. Minimally 2-weeks after a person receives the second in a 2-dose series or 2-
weeks after a person received a single-dose vaccine. 

39. If I was vaccinated, do I need to quarantine if exposed to someone who tests positive for 
COVID? 

a. Persons fully vaccinated (or those who tested positive within 3 months) should 
follow the NJDOH’s Guidance for Fully Vaccinated Persons. In summary, fully 
vaccinated persons (and recovered persons) DO NOT NEED to be quarantined if 
they meet the following criteria: (1) are fully protected (2-weeks post 2nd dose); 
and, (2) remain asymptomatic since the COVID exposure. 

40. If I was vaccinated, do I need to quarantine if I travel outside of NJ? 

a. Kingsway has maintained the 14-day quarantine rule for those who travel outside 
NJ, NY, CT, PA, and DE). However, updated guidance changes who needs to follow 
this rule moving forward as unvaccinated employees/residents are expected to 
follow the NJDOH’s recommended 10-day self-quarantine after travel or 7-days if 
travelers test negative. 

b. Regardless, persons who are not-yet fully vaccinated should follow the NJDOH’s 
Guidance for Fully Vaccinated Persons. In summary, unvaccinated persons MUST 
follow quarantine rules after travel. The rationale is that given the rise of 
variant strains and the fact that most New Jerseyans are not yet vaccinated, 
State officials believe it is in everyone’s best interest to maintain self-
quarantine recommendations. 

c. UPDATE: On April 2nd the CDC lifted travel quarantines for those who are “fully 
protected.” In a statement, “US health officials have given the green light for fully 
vaccinated Americans to resume both domestic and international travel, lifting 
one of Washington’s toughest pandemic restrictions.” School officials will monitor 
the State of New Jersey’s response and look for new guidance on travel 
quarantines and communicate accordingly.  

d. UPDATE: On April 5th the State of NJ issued guidance regarding travel and the 
need to quarantine. NJDOH says, “You no longer need to quarantine or get tested 
before/after domestic travel if you are fully vaccinated or have recovered from 
COVID-19 in the past three months: 

https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_updated_quarantine_timeframes.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_updated_quarantine_timeframes.pdf
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_updated_quarantine_timeframes.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_updated_quarantine_timeframes.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_updated_quarantine_timeframes.pdf
https://www.ft.com/content/0135c9de-8792-49d0-a908-90cc90e0a0b4
https://www.ft.com/content/0135c9de-8792-49d0-a908-90cc90e0a0b4
https://www.ft.com/content/0135c9de-8792-49d0-a908-90cc90e0a0b4
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
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i. It has been more than two weeks since you received your second dose of 
the Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna vaccine; 

ii. It has been more than two weeks since your received your first and only 
dose of the Janssen/Johnson and Johnson vaccine; or, 

iii. You have clinically recovered from COVID-19 in the past three months 
Please note that for international travel, the federal requirement for 
testing upon return to the United States still stands for both unvaccinated 
and fully vaccinated travelers – additional details are listed below. 
 

41. When do travel restrictions not apply? 

a. Travel restrictions do not apply to vaccinated persons or persons who return to 
NJ after traveling outside the state for less than 24-hours or those traveling to 
NJ for less than 24-hours. Restrictions also do not apply to those who are in 
transit through the state to another destination. Those who travel for work and 
are considered essential personnel are not subject to quarantine restrictions. 
Other essential travel may include reasons where it is necessary for a person to 
seek medical attention, military personnel traveling under the directive of a 
state or Federal government, and those who must travel to comply with a court 
order. 

42. Can I gather with my colleagues? 

a. As part of our multi-layered mitigation plan, which has been in place since 
summer, faculty/staff should not congregate in faculty rooms or copy rooms 
and should refrain from eating lunch together where and when practicable. 
Having to quarantine due to exposure as a result of sitting next to colleagues in 
the faculty room has occurred multiple times throughout the school year and is 
absolutely avoidable. This rule remains in effect.  

43.  I am still anxious about students returning, what can I do? 

a. If you have not already, sign up to get vaccinated. While the entire immunity 
process takes around 2 weeks after the second dose, a person’s immune system 
responds immediately after the first dose and most people have achieved a 52 
percent vaccine effectiveness between the first and second dose. Scientists are 
now finding that effectiveness climbs to 91 percent for the Pfizer vaccine and 
92.1 percent for the Moderna vaccine, 15-days after the 2nd dose.  
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b. Additionally, all employees are required to follow our multi-tiered health and 
safety measures, maintain a social distance of six feet or more from students 
and colleagues, wear your mask, and continue to engage in proper hand and 
respiratory hygiene. Additionally, we have other PPE gear for those who may be 
interested in an added layer of protection, which include gowns, goggles, gloves 
and face shields. Please reach out to your respective principal or supervisor for 
PPEs. 

44. What is the plan for return to four days if the area is at a high risk level?  Will we revert 
to hybrid whenever we go high?  If so, we should communicate that to parents.  If not, 
we should also be clear to the parents that we are not following the guidelines so they 
can make an informed decision. 

a. We are aware of the latest guidelines and find ourselves again, as school 
officials, making sense of varying health recommendations from the AAP, WHO, 
CDC and NJDOH. We also recognize transmission rates in the Southwest Region 
span a large geographic and demographic footprint. We are lumped in with the 
more populous Camden and Burlington County so we are considering all this 
information as part of our analysis. We are reassured to know we are not 
experiencing any surge locally, nor any in-school spikes. So with respect to the 
latest NJDOH guidance, we will consider their recommendations but make 
decisions we believe to be in the best interest of Kingsway’s students and staff, 
exercising the Governor’s and DOH emphasis that these decisions are local. 

b. We will continue to monitor future activity level reports and communicate 
accordingly. As of this moment our recommendation has not changed and we 
are planning to return students 4-days beginning on April 19th while 
maintaining the all-virtual option. We are also working several scenarios for 
student lunch and have overflow seating ready for classrooms that are more 
densely populated.  

c. Before the 19th I’ll be communicating again with regard to expectations and 
after having considered all the information available at that time. As always, 
this pandemic keeps everyone on their toes and we all need to continue to be 
prepared for sudden changes should surges present unsafe conditions. 

  

END SECTION  

 


